
A Sampling of Interactive 

online technologies for 

classrooms 

Wikis, Moodle and Blackboard 

 

 



What is a wiki? 

• Very simply a wiki is a collection of websites 
(simplest online database that could possibly 
work) 

• The power of a wiki is that it can be 
collaborative which means that anyone who has 
access to them can modify them 

• The collaborative nature of wikis allow 
knowledge to be built up, edited, refined by 
more than one person 

 



Lingo 

• Wiki is a Hawaiian word for fast 

• Sometimes wiki is thought to be an acronym for 

“what I know is” but this actually a backcronym 

(acronym made up after the concept already 

existed) 



Why use a Wiki? 

• Web 2.0 generation has adopted this technology 

and if we, as teachers, reject it for its 

deficiencies, we risk becoming irrelevant in the 

eyes of our students 

• Collaborative networks can be very powerful 

(just look at the size and scope of wikipedia) 

• Posting assignments, notes, presentations is a 

solution to the photocopying excess that exists 

in schools 



How to create your own wiki 

• Go to www.wikispaces.com 

• Sign up (follow the instructions) 

 

http://www.wikispaces.com/


Now it’s your turn to try 

• Start with wikispaces and do the following 

• 1) Sign up for an account 

• 2) Create your own wiki entitled (make the appropriate 
adjustments): yourschool-grade12yoursubject or yourname-
grade12yoursubject 

• 3) Create a list of pages for each of the units 

• 4) On one of the pages upload a file (you will continue working 
on this page throughout the course and upload all your files 
here) 

• Invite the rest of the class to your wikispace  



Other Systems: Moodling 

• There are other information sharing systems 

that are free and have more of a direct 

relationship to education 

• Here is a brief guide to introduce you to 

moodling 

• Log on to the demonstration moodle site at 

• http://demo.moodle.net/login/index.php 

 (follow the login instructions) 

http://demo.moodle.net/login/index.php


Moodle Activity 

• Once you are signed in go to the moodle 

demonstration site 

• Click on English: Moodle Features Demo 

• Look at the different features of Moodle and try 

the following: 

• A) Choice – try choice with anonymous results 

and choice with non-anonymous results (use the 

Features Demo button to return to the main 

Demo page 



Continue the Moodle Activity 

• B)Do Lesson 1 Basic Parts and Lesson 2 

Question Types and read the Lesson Module 

documentation 

• C) Try the listening quiz, the quiz with a 

password and read the quiz module 

documentation 

• D) Try out some of the other features at your 

discretion 



Blackboard 

• You are presently in a classroom on-line 

environment – reflect on your experience 

• How effective is this environment for education 

– what would you change if you could? 



Reflection 

• How do you see wikis and moodle working in 

your classroom (if at all)? 

• What are the benefits – how can this improve 

student learning?  

• What are the concerns and constraints? 





References 

1)Tapscott, D. & Williams, A. (2006) Wikinomics How 
Mass Collaboration Changes Everything. Portfolio: 
New York 

2)Wikipedia: The free encyclopedia. (2004, July 22). FL: 
Wikimedia Foundation, Inc. Retrieved July 8, 2008 
from http://www.wikipedia.org  

 

http://www.wikipedia.org/

